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PROGRAM GUIDE
OUR MISSION: To promote and support the total well being of horses. 

OUR STANDARDS:
The Horse Protection Society of BC is dedicated to establishing higher standards of horse care, and public awareness of horse issues, through knowledge and learning. 
We pledge to inspire society to create a world where horses, and all animals, enjoy as a minimum these five essential freedoms:
    Freedom from hunger and thirst.
    Freedom from pain, injury, and disease.
    Freedom from distress.
    Freedom from discomfort.
    Freedom to express behaviours that promote well-being.

OUR PURPOSES:
1. To care for abused, neglected or unwanted horses.
2. To provide an alternative to auction or slaughter.
3. Where possible, to place the horse in a screened, loving, adoptive home and provide follow-up checks and advice.
4. To involve and educate volunteers and community partners in the responsible care, maintenance and handling of the horses and to engage them in the operations of the society.
5. To provide a high profile point of contact in the community to promote and uphold the 2013 Equine    Code and its future revisions.
6. To provide a safe, supported environment for all members of the community to become involved in a positive outdoor leisure and recreational activity and connect with horses.
7. And subsequent revisions.
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HISTORY:	
The Horse Protection Society of BC (HPS) was incorporated in 1984 by Melva MacLean, Editor of the original Gait Post magazine and dedicated leader in the horse industry. Since inception HPS has been an active force in the horse community; some of the ways we have been able to contribute include 1. Publishing articles to raise public awareness of the plight of horses. 2. Establishing connections with other like-minded organizations. 3. Working to educate the public on proper horse care. 4. Sponsoring hardship and/or hard to place horses. 5. Creating a coalition of horse welfare charities for the purpose of raising funds for veterinary care for the horses in our charge. 6. Development of programs for seniors and special needs people of all ages to participate in the outdoor, farm experience.
HPS is currently operating from a small facility where we are able to take in a limited number of horses to be cared for and eventually placed in approved homes, or used in our educational programs. We have now begun to execute many of our initiatives; we are able to offer education programs and clinics using rescued horses, and we have opened our horse hospice services to the public.
PROGRAMS WE OFFER
HORSE RESCUE/REHAB
HPS provides for the care and welfare of rescued horses and acts as a temporary holding facility on behalf of other organizations across BC. HPS provides a point of contact in the community for any enquiries regarding horse welfare. We provide the following services: 
· Offer information and advice, take complaints
· Provide referrals or ultimately intake horses into the program
· Assist social agencies when clients need emergency horse care/transport 
· Maintain a good working relationship with other horse welfare groups across BC. 
Horse Protection Society thoroughly assesses the horses that come in to our care; we work hard to bring these horses back to health; we make sure to evaluate the temperament and abilities of each horse before placing them; we take care to make sure we place horses in appropriate homes. In the case of foals and young stock we ensure that each horse is started under saddle before finding them an adoptive home. For horses that are not able to be ridden we always inform prospective homes of the limitations and we offer ongoing support to each and every horse that leaves our care. When a horse is not able to be placed we do our best to find them a job at our facility as an ambassador, a teacher and a cherished companion.
SUPPORTED VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Our supported volunteer program offers a place for special needs youth and adults to make connections. This is an amazing opportunity for a positive leisure and recreational activity. The general care of the horses, i.e. grooming, cleaning stalls and general barn and property maintenance is taken care of by volunteers. They come to the farm and enjoy helping with the care of our horses while visiting with all their barn friends.
WORK SKILLS PROGRAM
This open ended training program targets challenged youth populations. Expanding on our Supported Volunteer Program we offer a low-pressure, supported environment allowing participants to learn work skills at their own pace. While the main focus is animal husbandry and farm maintenance, there are many other job opportunities around the farm including landscaping, painting, work in our retail store, fencing, repairs and recycling.
This program enables participants to enhance physical fitness and gain meaningful work experience in a safe sheltered environment. The horse industry is labour intensive and contributes approximately 7200 full-time equivalent jobs. Many of these jobs are low skill, entry level part time jobs that are a perfect fit for our students.
HORSEMANSHIP PROGRAM
We have developed a program where people of all ages and abilities can come for riding lessons using some of our rescued horses. Our riding programs are more comprehensive than the usual school can offer. We offer guest presenters and hands on barn experience as appropriate for each student, including the following programs:
· Barn management
· Feed programs/nutritional needs
· Hoof and dental care
· Basic medical issues/first aid
· Safe handling
· Trailer loading/hauling
· Purchasing suitable mounts, and planning for their future
· Tack fitting and cleaning
SENIORS PROGRAM
There is an ongoing need for quality recreational activities for seniors. To address this, we offer an HPS Farm visit and guided tour. Seniors spend quality time visiting with horses and with staff and volunteers. They can interact with the horses in whatever way they feel comfortable. Some love to groom and stroke the horses while others get joy from just watching them.
SUPPORTED EDUCATIONAL TOURS
HPS also offers tours for special education classes and special needs groups.
HORSE HOSPICE/EQUINE SURVIVOR PROGRAM
Canada's First Horse Hospice 
Many people are unwilling to deal with humanely euthanizing their horses, believing that the costs are prohibitive, and realizing that the size of the animal makes disposal difficult and unpleasant. Often these animals are abandoned in fields where they die a slow death, or they are shipped to auction where they may be sold for meat value. People see this as a “neater” solution, but slaughter house practices are archaic and inhumane in the extreme.
Our facility allows the horse to stay until it’s comfortable and settled (usually a couple of days) and to have a “buddy” next to him/her for company. We create a setting where horse and owner can feel peaceful and private for their final moments, and a grief counsellor for people who may need comfort and support. The horse is treated with respect and dignity, well fed, and groomed before being humanely euthanized. Financial assistance may be provided to those who qualify.
Equine Survivor Program
Due to an aging population of horse owners HPS recognizes a real need for people to have a care plan in place for their animals in the event of their own passing. Many people don’t have a suitable friend or relative with whom to entrust the care of their horses, yet they still want to responsibly provide for their animals. Once registered in our program, the estate may contact us when death occurs and we will make sure the horse is cared for immediately, and appropriate action taken as per instructions that we keep on file. Under the Equine Survivor Program, HPS will arrange for the care of horses upon the death of the owners as follows:
1.	Where reasonably possible, we will arrange to place the horse(s) in foster care or permanent adoption.
2.	If that is not possible, we will keep the horse(s) ourselves, if feasible.
3.	As a last resort, if we cannot place the horse(s) in another home or keep them ourselves, we will arrange to have them humanely euthanized.
We currently have 2 horses in our care Magnet and Claire who are equine survivors.
FOSTERING PROGRAM
Whether horses are being seized by authorities, or people are offering them up for rescue, they often need immediate help. It will never be affordable to have a facility that can take all the horses in need. Because of the size of animal, and the space needed to keep them, the only practical solution is a network of approved foster homes, where horses can thrive in a home like setting.
HPS has established a data base of homes that could take an animal on short notice. We see this as similar to a “safe” house, where the horse is protected and can be assessed and cared for until its future can be determined. HPS administrators and volunteers assess homes and follow up on placements. 
VETERINARY FUND COALITION
Since 2013 HPS has been the driving force behind the Veterinary Fund Coalition. The participating groups are HPS, Circle F Horse Rescue, Greener Pastures Standardbred Rescue and New Stride Thoroughbred rescue. All four groups are registered charities.
The purpose of the coalition is first to raise funds for veterinary care for the horses in our charge. Our second objective is to raise funds for various horse welfare initiatives throughout the province. Future goals could include a gelding program and a euthanasia program, as well as educational initiatives.
In addition, the group is interested in forming horse rescue standards and guidelines that may be adopted in BC and hopefully across the country.

Horse Protection Society of BC
4370 224th St., Langley, BC
www.HorseProtectionSocietyofBC.com
hps@telus.net		604-539-8391
image1.jpg




